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The pilots had also in their "desert boxes" sets of
knives, forks and spoons, enamel plates and cups, sauce-
pans and frying-pans; and I can answer for it that there
were some first-class meals produced in the desert. It
made a great difference to the trip if the pilot was one who
cared for the bodily comfort of his passengers and crew.
When out in the desert, the meal of the day was the even-
ing meal when the flying was done, and the aeroplanes
safely parked. Then it was that the camp fire was lit
and the stew bubbled and the bacon or sausages fizzed in
the frying-pan; and every one felt thoroughly happy and
contented.
The passengers were normally allowed 35 pounds of
kit in the summer and 5^ pounds in the winter when the
air was thicker and the aeroplanes could support more.
It is needless to say that the pilot had to calculate his load
very carefully before starting off; the aircraft were allowed
a certain maximum load, depending on the time of year;
and this load had pn no account to be exceeded. All the
. passengers' luggage was carefully weighed at .Heliopolis
or Hinaidi, to make sure that they had not brought too
much. The punishment for bringing too much was that
you had to leave it behind, which was unpleasant in that
the unfortunate passenger might not see it again for some
time. It would have to come over when an aeroplane
happened to be returning without its full load, a not very
frequent occurrence.
Enough spares were carried to repair any ordinary
engine breakdown. On rare occasions something would
go wrong which it was impossible to repair in the desert.
As time went on these major fractures occurred less and
less frequently. When they did happen tbe only thing
to do was to wireless for assistance and sit down and wait

